
“I am the vine,... ...ye are the branches”

Inaugural Commencement. The Saint 
Pho tios Ortho dox The o log i cal Sem i -
nary held its first-ev er com mence ment 
ex er cise on the evening of Fri day, May 
17, 2019, in the Sem i nary au di to ri um. 
The cer e mo ny opened with the recita -
tion of prayers and the chanting of sev -
er al hymns by the choir of the Con vent 
of Saint El iz a beth the Grand Duchess 
of Rus sia, fol lowed by read ings from 
the Apos to los and the Gospel. Ad dress -
es were then de liv ered by His Emi nence, 
the Most Rev erend Bish op Dr. Aux en -
tios, Rec tor of the Sem i nary; the Very 
Rev erend Archi man drite Dr. Pat a pios, 
Dean of the Sem i nary; the Very Rev -

erend Archi man drite Gre go ry, one of 
the Master’s grad u ates; and Sche ma -
nun Euprax ia, one of the Bach e lor’s 
grad u ates. His Emi nence then con ferred 
the Master of The o log i cal Stud ies de -
gree on three of the grad u ates and the 
Bach e lor of The ol o gy de gree on an oth -
er three grad u ates. The Very Rev erend 
Hegu men Dr. Akakios, a Pro fes sor at 
the Sem i nary, of fered clos ing re marks, 
and His Emi nence con clud ed with a 
prayer and the dis missal. The ex er cise 
it self was im me di ate ly fol lowed by a 
ban quet, served by the nuns of the Con -
vent and the stu dents of the Sem i nary, 
in the Sem i nary dining hall. The six 
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grad u ates of the Class of 2019 in clud -
ed three mem bers of the Brother hood 
of the Saint Gre go ry Pala mas Mo -
nastery and three mem bers of the Sis -
ter hood of the Con vent of Saint El iz a -
beth the Grand Duchess of Rus sia. The 
Very Rev erend Archi man drite Gre go -
ry, Schema monk Chrysos to mos, and 
Sche ma nun Seraphi ma re ceived the 
Master of The o log i cal Stud ies de gree, 
while the Rev erend Hierodea con Photii, 
Sche ma nun Syn kletike, and Sche ma -
nun Euprax ia re ceived the Bach e lor of 
The ol o gy de gree. Father Gre go ry and 
Father Chrysos to mos are now enrolled 
in the Doc tor of Min istry Pro gram at 
the San Fran cis co The o log i cal Sem i -
nary, the al ma mater of the Very Rev -
erend Hegu men Dr. Akakios and the 
Rev erend Abbess Dr. El iz a beth, the Su -
pe ri ors of the Monastery and of the 
Con vent, re spec tive ly. Con grat u la tions 
to the Class of 2019! 

Father Patapios, Dean 

An Unexpected Find. Last semester, 
for our Old Testament class, we took 
turns presenting chapters from the 
Books of Isaiah and the Song of Songs 
using Patristic commentaries. While 
preparing the material for chapter 11 
of the Prophet Isaiah, I made an unex-
pected discovery.  

In St. Cyril of Alexandria’s com-
mentary on verse 15—“And the Lord 
shall utterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind 
shall he shake his hand over the river, 
and shall smite it in the seven streams, 
and make men go over dryshod”—he 
explains that the seven streams refer to 
the Nile (which used to have seven trib-
utaries) and that men going across 
dryshod refer to something which hap-
pened when the Romans were trying 
to annex Egypt in the first century B.C. 
The Saint asserts that God had caused 
a wind to blow and dry up part of the 
Nile to make the crossing easier for the 
Romans, because it was His Providence 

From left to right: Father Photii, Father Gre go ry, Father Chrysos to mos, 
Father Pat a pios, Bish op Aux en tios, Mother Seraphi ma, Mother 
Synkletike, and Mother Euprax ia.
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that the Roman Empire should help 
facilitate the spread of the Gospel.  

My interest piqued, I began to 
search for any historical reference to 
such an occurrence and stumbled across 
something fascinating. Several recent 
scientific articles indicate that times of 
upheaval in Ptolemaic Egypt (including 
the time in question) may have been 
due in part to major volcanic eruptions 
in other parts of the world. It has been 
determined from ice core samples that 
many eruptions conspicuously coincided 
with times of political unrest in Egypt. 
Apparently, the great quantity of ash 
released into the atmosphere affected 
the climate all over the world, and in 
Egypt it interfered with the yearly mon-
soons which usually fed the Nile.  Con-
sequently, the Nile ran dry in those 
years, causing famine and increasing so-
cial tension. Moreover, two of the worst 
eruptions happened only two years apart 
(46 and 44 B.C.), weakening the Egyp-
tians and making them more vulnerable 
to annexation.  

It is also interesting to note that 
there would have been no ascertainable 
reason for such a failure of the Nile 
from the Egyptians’ perspective. As one 
writer suggested, since the Egyptians 
looked to their gods to send the water 
on which their survival depended, per-
haps these occurrences even weakened 
their faith in their deities. If so, these 
circumstances may have not only aided 
in the expansion of the Roman Empire, 
which was to serve as a conduit for the 
spread of the Gospel, but they may have 
also helped prepare the minds of the 
people for belief in a new God. 

Thus, while preparing a simple pres-
entation, I inadvertently discovered a 
set of fascinating historical and provi-
dential connections spanning nearly 
three millennia. A prophet in the eighth 
century B.C. prophesies an event in the 
first century B.C., as well as the fulfill-

ment of God’s purpose for this event 
in the first century A.D. Then, a Saint 
in the fifth century A.D. elucidates the 
meaning of the prophecy and its fulfill-
ment. Finally, a twenty-first century sci-
entific experiment explains the natural 
phenomena which served as God’s in-
struments to bring about all of this. 
Who ever said research was boring? 

Mother Eupraxia, B.Th. Graduate 

Visit of a Missionary Bishop. Dur ing 
the course of a stay in Et na, Cal i for nia, 
the Right Rev erend Bish op Am brose 
of Methone, a mem ber of the Holy 
Syn od of the Church of the Gen uine 
Ortho dox Chris tians of Greece (GOC), 
de liv ered a pub lic lec ture at the Saint 
Pho tios Ortho dox The o log i cal Sem i -
nary. His Grace was vis it ing Et na to 
cel e brate the Feast Day of the Saint 
Gre go ry Pala mas Monastery on March 
11 (Old Style) and to at tend the For ti -
eth-Day Me mo ri al of Metropoli tan 
Chrysos to mos on March 14 (Old Style). 
At the in vi ta tion of the Most Rev erend 
Bish op Aux en tios, Rul ing Hier ar ch of 
the Dio cese of Et na and Port land and 
Rec tor of the Sem i nary, Bish op Am -
brose gra cious ly delivered an ex tem po -
ra ne ous talk to the lo cal com mu ni ty on 
the evening of March 14 about his ex -
ten sive mis sion ary ac tiv i ties. 

His Grace’s pas toral re spon si bil i ties, 
which be gan with his Con se cra tion to 
the Epis co pa cy in 1993, are of an as -
ton ish ing breadth. As a mem ber of the 
Syn odal Mis sion ary Com mis sion of the 
GOC, His Grace acts as the Locum 
Te nens of five Dio ce ses: the Metropo -
lis of Syd ney (Aus tralia), the Metropo -
lis of Kanan ga (Demo crat ic Repub lic 
of Con go), the Dio cese of Ala nia 
(South Os se tia), the Dio cese of Rich -
mond (Great Bri tain), and the Dio cese 
of Em bu (Kenya). In ad di tion, he over -
sees com mu ni ties, both monas tic and 
lay, in the Repub lic of the Con go, 
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France, Bel gium, New Zealand, Sin ga -
pore, In done sia, and Malaysia, as well 
as work ing with the Dio cese of Lu ni 
(Italy) and fa cil i tat ing re la tions be tween 
the GOC and its Sis ter Church, the 
Old Cal en dar Ortho dox Church of Ro -
ma nia. Un til re cent ly, His Grace al so 
man aged a mis sion in Ugan da, which 
is now un der the care of the Most  
Rev erend Metropoli tan Demetrius of  
Amer i ca. 

A poly glot and a glo be trot ter, Bish -
op Am brose has, by the very na ture of 
his min istry, be come “a cit i zen of the 

world,” to use the ex pres sion of the 
philoso pher Dio genes. “As you see, I 
have to be come all things to all peo -
ple,” His Grace ex plained. “I of ten get 
told, you know, you’re half Ge or gian, 
or you’re half Os se tian, or you’re half 
Kenyan, or what ev er—so many halves. 
The most dif fi cult thing about this is 
the change in men tal i ty be tween each 
par tic u lar place. You have to get in to 
the place, in to their heads, in or der to 
un der stand what they’re think ing, how 
they’re re act ing.” As was clear from His 
Grace’s en gross ing lec ture, bear ing the 
Apos tolic cross of mis sion ary work re -
quires “a lot of pa tience, a lot of good -
will; you’re go ing to be ac cused, you’re 
go ing to be abused, you’re go ing to be 
mis in ter pret ed many times. That’s the 
case ev ery where, so noth ing spe cial 
about the mis sion ary field. But al so a 
lot of zeal and love for the Ortho dox 
Faith; with out that, you’re not go ing to 
get any where. And to un der stand and 
to be able to adapt your self to the lo cal 
cir cum stances. To be a vis i tor is easy 
enough, but it’s not enough; you have 
to be one of them.” 

Father Vlasie, B.Th. Student 

The Fourth Cappadocian, Part 3. This 
is a continuation of a series on St. Cæsarius 
of Nazianzos, a serialization of a presen-
tation that I made during the Patristics 
course of the M.T.S. program. 

As I mentioned in the previous in-
stallment, St. Gregory the Theologian, 
the brother of St. Cæsarius and our 
main source of information on the Saint, 
composed several epitaphs (funerary 
poems) in his memory. This time, I 
would like to present a few of these. To 
my knowledge, they have never before 
been translated into English. 

 
EPITAPH VI 

Σχέτλιός ἐστιν ὁ τύμβος· ἔγωγε μὲν 
οὔποτ᾿ ἐώλπην 

⬅︎ Previous page: A spring morning casts its  
first light over the Seminary 
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Ὥς ῥα κατακρύψῃ τοὺς πυμάτους προ-
τέρους. 

Αὐτὰρ ὁ Καισάριον ἐρικυδέα υἷα, το-
κήων 

Τῶν προτέρων πρότερον δέξατο. Ποία 
δίκη; 

Οὐκ ἔσθ᾿ ὁ τύμβος αἴτιος· μὴ λοιδόρει· 
Φθόνου τόδ᾿ ἔστιν ἔργον. Πῶς δ̓  ἤνεγ-

κεν ἂν 
Νέον γερόντων εἰσορᾶν σοφώτερον; 

 
The tomb proves implacable; I should 

never have expected 
That the younger would overshadow 

the elder. 
Besides, the father of Cæsarius the il-

lustrious son 
Has received the foremost among the 

foremost. Where is the justice? 
The tomb is not the cause; do not re-

vile it, 
For such is a deed of malice. Never-

theless, how could one bear 
To see a young man wiser than his 

elders? 
 

EPITAPH XII 
Πᾶσαν, ὅση σοφίη λεπτῆς φρενὸς ἐν 

μερόπεσσι 
Ἀμφὶ γεωμετρίην, καὶ θέσιν οὐρανίων, 
Καὶ λογικῆς τέχνης τὰ παλαίσματα, 

γραμματικήν τε, 
Ἠδ᾿ ἱητορίην, ῥητορικῆς τε μένος, 
Καισάριος πτερόεντι νόῳ μοῦνος κα-

ταμάρψας, 
Αἲ, αἲ, πᾶσιν ὁμῶς νῦν κόνις ἔστ᾿ ὀλίγη. 

 
All wisdom of the subtle mind of mor-

tals, 
Both geometry and the course of the 

heavens, 
The debates of the orator’s art, 
Medicine, and rhetorical prowess with-

al, 
Cæsarius alone mastered with mind up-

borne. 
Alas, alas! Like all, he is become but dust.

EPITAPH XVII 
Καισαρίου φθιμένοιο, κατήγησαν βα-

σιλῆος 
Αὐλαί· Καππαδόκαι δ  ̓ἤμυσαν ἐξαπίνης· 
Καὶ καλὸν εἴ τι λέλειπτο μετ᾿ ἀνθρώ-

ποισιν, ὅλωλεν· 
Οἱ δὲ λόγοι σιγῆς ἀμφεβάλοντο νέφος. 
 
When Cæsarius reached his end, the 

imperial courts were whelmed with sor-
row; 
The Cappadocians were forthwith dis-

heartened; 
And if but one good thing remained 

among men, it was lost, 
His words being encompassed by a 

cloud of silence. 

(Source: Patrologia Græca, Vol. XXXVIII, 
cols. 14ff.) 

 
Next time, I will talk about a work 

traditionally ascribed to St. Cæsarius him-
self. 

Father Chrysostomos, M.T.S. Graduate 

Your tax-deductible donation may be 

made using the enclosed self-addressed 

envelope or through the Saint Photios 

Society website: 

www.saintphotios.org 

Please make checks payable to: 

Saint Photios Society 

P.O. Box 797 

Etna, CA 96027-0797 

Under the sacred patronage of its 

namesake, please help us impart 

light, for “without schools, we 

walk in darkness.” 
(Saint Kosmas of Aetolia)

Support the Seminary
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